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24.02.2026 Introduction and Sources

03.03.2026 Public - Private

10.03.2026 Administrative Action and Administrative Discretion

17.03.2026 Principles

24.03.2026 Legitimate Expectations and Good Administration

31.03.2026 Reserve

21.04.2026
Deadline for students' proposals (case and 
topic)

10.05.2026 Deadline for students’ summary

21.05.2026 Students' Presentations

22.05.2026 Students' Presentations
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The course is divided in two parts. At the beginning of the 
semester, students will be introduced to the typical topics 
of administrative law and discuss cases. In the second 
part, they will present a case from their home country (or 
from elsewhere) and discuss it in class (likewise the 
earlier cases). This will be the exam. Participation in class 
will be mandatory and be taken into account for the final 
mark (33 %).

On the website you will find the reader on which the 
lecture is based as well as an overview of Swiss 
Administrative Law and Procedure. The slides will also be 
available on the website (usually at least one week before 
the lecture).
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What are we looking for?

Many countries struggle with the amount of regulation 
that administrative authorities must implement. 
Although the subject areas of such regulation are quite 
diverse, the implementation is usually guided by some 
general rules, often unwritten. These rules form what is 
called "Administrative Law" (or "General Administrative 
Law"). 
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- Institutions (e.g. regulatory agencies)

- Laws (e.g. administrative procedure)

- General Principles (e.g. rule of law)

- Cases (mostly)

How do we compare?

Considerations

Comparison
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How do we compare?

The course looks into these rules from a comparative 
perspective. Common problems that may arise in the 
administrative context are illustrated by cases and other 
materials. Students are asked to comment on these 
cases and compare them – if possible – to their own 
legal background. 
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- Knowledge of foreign jurisdictions

- New questions

- Critical Assessment of one‘s own jurisdiction

- "Best Practices" in Administrative Law?

Why do we compare?
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1. Does the Dutch General Administrative Law (GALA) covers 
the topics you consider as (General) Administrative Law? 
What is missing? Which parts of the GALA would you not 
consider Administrative Law?

2. Which rules are codified in your country?

3. If not codified: what is the source (Constitution, Court 
practice etc.)?

4. What are the consequences of codification? / What are the 
consequences of having Administrative Law in other forms?

5. (What differences do you see in substance to your 
country?)

General Administrative Law Act (NL)
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