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Exam information

• Consisting of a presentation
– Case of your choice
– Relating to a topic covered in class
– Taking place in May (attendance mandatory) 

• 21 May 2026: 8 am - 6 pm — SOD-1-101 
• 22 May 2026: 8 am - 6 pm — KO2-F-174

– Max. 15 minutes of presentation followed by 10 minutes of
discussion

– Active participation counts for the final grade
• Submit via OLAT

– Case and topic proposal – Deadline: 21 April 2026
– Presentation summary (along with a Declaration of Authenticity)

• Deadline: 10 May 2026
• Will be shared with the other students before the seminar

– Slides (if applicable) – Deadline: 17 May 2026
• Questions? lst.uhlmann@ius.uzh.ch
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https://lms.uzh.ch/auth/RepositoryEntry/17827988083/CourseNode/112943784637466
mailto:lst.uhlmann@ius.uzh.ch
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1. What do we understand by the principle of legality?

2. What do we understand by the principle of 
proportionality?

3. How do these principles affect our understanding of 
the role of courts and administration?

General Questions
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English is not an official language of the Swiss Confederation. This translation is 
provided for information purposes only and has no legal force.    
Federal Constitution  
of the Swiss Confederation  
of 18 April 1999 (Status as of 3 March 2024) 

 

Preamble 
In the name of Almighty God! 
The Swiss People and the Cantons, 
mindful of their responsibility towards creation, 
resolved to renew their alliance so as to strengthen liberty, democracy, independence 
and peace in a spirit of solidarity and openness towards the world, 
determined to live together with mutual consideration and respect for their diversity, 
conscious of their common achievements and their responsibility towards future 
generations, 
and in the knowledge that only those who use their freedom remain free, and that the 
strength of a people is measured by the well-being of its weakest members, 
adopt the following Constitution1: 

Title 1  General Provisions 

Art. 1 The Swiss Confederation 
The People and the Cantons of Zurich, Bern, Lucerne, Uri, Schwyz, Obwalden and 
Nidwalden, Glarus, Zug, Fribourg, Solothurn, Basel Stadt and Basel Landschaft, 
Schaffhausen, Appenzell Ausserrhoden and Appenzell Innerrhoden, St. Gallen, Grau-
bünden, Aargau, Thurgau, Ticino, Vaud, Valais, Neuchâtel, Geneva, and Jura form 
the Swiss Confederation. 

Art. 2 Aims 
1 The Swiss Confederation shall protect the liberty and rights of the people and safe-
guard the independence and security of the country. 

  

 AS 2007 5225 
1 Adopted by the popular vote on 18 April 1999 (FedD of 18 Dec. 1998, FCD of 

11 Aug. 1999; AS 1999 2556; BBl 1997 I 1, 1999 162 5986). 
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2 It shall promote the common welfare, sustainable development, internal cohesion 
and cultural diversity of the country. 
3 It shall ensure the greatest possible equality of opportunity among its citizens. 
4 It is committed to the long term preservation of natural resources and to a just and 
peaceful international order. 

Art. 3 Cantons 
The Cantons are sovereign except to the extent that their sovereignty is limited by the 
Federal Constitution. They exercise all rights that are not vested in the Confederation. 

Art. 4 National languages 
The National Languages are German, French, Italian, and Romansh. 

Art. 5 Rule of law 
1 All activities of the state are based on and limited by law. 
2 State activities must be conducted in the public interest and be proportionate to the 
ends sought. 
3 State institutions and private persons shall act in good faith. 
4 The Confederation and the Cantons shall respect international law. 

Art. 5a2 Subsidiarity 
The principle of subsidiarity must be observed in the allocation and performance of 
state tasks. 

Art. 6 Individual and collective responsibility 
All individuals shall take responsibility for themselves and shall, according to their 
abilities, contribute to achieving the tasks of the state and society.  
Title 2  Fundamental Rights, Citizenship and Social Goals 
Chapter 1  Fundamental Rights 

Art. 7 Human dignity 
Human dignity must be respected and protected. 

  

2 Adopted by the popular vote on 28 Nov. 2004, in force since 1 Jan. 2008 (FCD of 
3 Oct. 2003, FCD of 26 Jan. 2005, FCD of 7 Nov. 2007; AS 2007 5765; BBl 2002 2291, 
2003 6591, 2005 951). 
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1. What principles are stated in this article?

2. Do you think that some principles are missing?

3. At what level (parliamentary act, constitution) are 
these principles regulated in your country?

Questions to the article
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