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Prof. Dr. iur. Dominique Jakob, M.I.L. (Lund), is Professor of Private Law at the University of Zurich (UZH). He 

studied law in Augsburg, Munich, and Lund (Sweden), and holds a Master’s degree in international law from the 

University of Lund (Sweden) and a Ph.D. from the University of Munich. His postdoctoral (habilitation) thesis, entitled 

"Schutz der Stiftung - Die Stiftung und ihre Rechtsverhältnisse im Widerstreit der Interessen" (Protection of the 

Foundation - The Foundation and its Legal Relationships in the Conflict of Interests), is representative of his spe-

cialization in comparative and international foundation law. He was appointed as Professor at the Faculty of Law of 

the University of Zurich in 2007, upon which he founded the “Center for Foundation Law” (www.zentrum-

stiftungsrecht.uzh.ch) in 2008, and established an international conference, the “Zurich Day of Foundation Law”, in 

2010. In 2022, he was appointed the Delegate of Foundation Law of the University Executive Board of the University 

of Zurich. 

His main fields of research and practice include national and international foundation law (with a focus on Swiss, 

Liechtenstein, and German relations) as well as international estate planning and asset structuring (including trusts). 

He is the author of numerous publications in Switzerland and abroad, and a sought-after speaker at international 

conferences. Dominique Jakob also sits on the board of various institutions, and serves as independent counsel to 

governments, financial institutions, companies, foundations, associations, families, and private clients.  

Dominique Jakob is a member of the International Academy of Estate and Trust Law (TIAETL), the International 

Wealth Advisors Forum, the German Society of International Law, and the German Association of Civil Law Pro-

fessors, among others. His international practice has been recognized by American Lawyer/Legal Week through 

his consecutive election as a member of the “Private Client Global Elite” since 2017.  

Some recent publications in English (see complete list of over 190 publications at www.rwi.uzh.ch/jakob): Swiss 

Foundation Law – Tightrope act between freedom and regulation, in: Trusts & Trustees, No. 5/2022 (with L. Brug-

ger); Country Profile Switzerland – 2020 Legal Environment for Philanthropy in Europe, Brussels 2021 (with J. 

Jakob and R. Trajkova); The Role of Foundations in Family Governance, in: Trusts & Trustees 1/2020, pp. 4-10; 

Draft revision of Swiss inheritance law: impact on estate planning via foundations and trusts, in: Trusts & Trustees, 

No. 6/2017, pp. 705-708; Will-Substitutes in Switzerland and Liechtenstein, in: Braun/Röthel (eds.), Passing Wealth 

on Death, Oxford 2016; Trusts in Switzerland: Core implications for the Swiss estate planning environment, in: 

Kaplan (ed.), Trusts in Prime Jurisdictions, 4th ed., London 2016 (with P. Picht); Swiss family foundations and the 

new registration requirement – paper tiger or paradigm shift?, in: Trusts & Trustees, 6/2016, pp. 397-413 (with G. 

Studen); Foundation Law in Switzerland, in: Developments in Foundation Law in Europe, Dordrecht et al. 2014, pp. 

283-310 (with G. Studen); Responsible Investments by Foundations from a Legal Perspective, International Journal 

of Not-for-Profit Law, Vol. 15, No. 1, 2013, pp. 53-67 (with P. Picht); Johns Hopkins Comparative Nonprofit Sector 

Project (CNP), Country Report Switzerland, Legal Background, Working Paper N° 47, Zürich 2009. 
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